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Art history
The Greek and the Egyptian civilizations are the world's ancient civilizations. The two forms of civilization influenced modern civilization in many ways, such as art, religion, education, and culture. Greece and Egypt have a concrete history over time that has influenced many aspects such as art. The forms of art between the two civilizations have numerous differences and similarities over time. These civilizations' art history can be traced back to the Stone Age period up to the Hellenistic period. The histories presented by the art of these cultures give detailed information about people's way of life over various periods. This paper will describe the similarities and differences between Greek art and Egyptian art over time. 
During the Stone Age, stone carving was an art. Also, wall painting was common. Paintings of animals, people, and gods were painted on stones and walls of caves. Egypt was blessed with rocks of various textures and sizes that enabled the making of carvings and building. Stone carving and paintings showed the glorified god worshiped by the Egyptians. These carvings and paintings were mainly done by the kings (Kleiner). Just like the Egyptians, the Greeks used stone carving and stone painting to paint their people, gods, and animals during this period. The pictures included scriptures, architecture, metal works, pottery, and literature.  
During the Geometric and Oriental Periods, Greek art was a blend between Egyptian art and the near eastern. The period lasted between 700 and 600 BCE. During this time, Greeks traded with the Egyptians and the near east. Art during this period included Corinthian pottery, black-figure paintings, proto-Attic pottery, and scriptures. Art during this time involves the use of various colors, which included; green, yellow, blue, red, black, and white. These colors were acquired from the Egyptians and the Asians, who traded with the greens during this period. Therefore, the Greek art during the Geometric and Oriental Periods was influenced by visitors. In Egypt, the colors symbolized different aspects of life. Red represented power, life, and victory. Green showed the beginning of new life, yellow indicated eternal, while blue showed creation and birth. Black symbolized death, the night, and the underworld. Upon acquiring the use of colors, the Greeks also copied the symbolism of the Egyptians' colors. For example, the Egyptians used the colors blue to turn away evil spirits. The Greeks even copied this. Black also signaled evil, death, and the underworld among the Greeks. 
Egyptian art concentrated on religion. Egyptians worship numerous gods that were either painted or a carving. Each event that occurred among the Egyptians was associated with a certain god. These gods included Geb, the god of earth; amen, the creator god, Osiris was the god of order, and Seth was the god of evil. In there, each god is represented by different pictorials. For example, Horus, Osiris and Isis's son, appears as a falcon symbolizing the god of the sky. In early civilizations, people associated gods with animals, but the Egyptians did not believe that any god and a shape of an animal. In most cases, they painted an animal with a human head as their god. For example, artists represented Hathor, the king's divine mother, was painted as a cow-headed woman. Anubis was depicted as a jackal-headed deity. Different from Egypt, Greeks art was more concentrated on the way of life of people. Artists represented the daily way of life in paintings. For example, the war would be shown by people on war chariots carrying spears or fighting against their enemies. Hunting was represented by people taking bows and arrows. Also, unlike Egyptians, animals' pictorials and carving dominated Greeks art. Also, the Greeks painted their gods but on rare occasions. Mostly their art was overwhelmed by their rulers and warriors. 
Art in Egypt followed strict rules which require the artist to make a large figure whose head was enlarged. Also, the figures did not show emotions on their faces. The art was only based on the quality of the art. For example, the painting of Anubis was an extensive pictorial with an enlarged head of a jackal, but there were no emotional expressions. In Greece, symmetry was not valued, but the reality was and explored the human body. In their art, the truth was emphasized and showed the various body organs of humans. Expressions were also written on the face of the paintings. 
When Egyptian art history was concerned with expressing Egyptians' religion, Greek art was concerned with philosophy. The Greeks are known for their love of knowledge. The great over the years came from Greece. Their art was committed to developing knowledge that would help the people in their daily life. Although Greek artists emphasized philosophy, many of the Greek philosophers studied in Egypt. They later went back and changed the lives of people according to the knowledge they acquired in Egypt. Although there was great emphasis on philosophy, Greek philosophy is a blend of Greek and Egyptian cultures. Mainly, these philosophers studied the paintings in Egypt and architecture in Egypt. 
Art in both civilizations was used to solve problems arising within the community or from outside the community. The Egyptians utilized art to construct the art of construct to build pyramids of Gizeh. These pyramids acted as tombs to bury the kings and prominent people among the Egyptians. Also, the pyramids served as the tomb of the fourth dynasty that ruled the country. The artists painted the kings together with their servants and artifacts in the tombs. This was because the Egyptians believed in life after death. As such, art was used to show their beliefs. Different from the Egyptians was Greek art. The Greeks were surrounded by enemies and thus had to develop ways of scaring their enemies. The artists were tasked with sage guarding the entrance to the king’s palace, and therefore they created the lamassu, man-headed beast, and placed it at the gate. This would scare the enemies whenever they approached the castles. Although the solutions are different art in the two civilizations came up with solutions to their problems. 
During the classical period, Athens dominated Greece culturally, socially, and politically. Athens aimed at ensuring freedom to all Greeks. They embarked on transforming the existing art to be permanent. Akropolis monument was converted to a long-lasting memorial to show the new political and economic power of Athens. A certain proportion of painting was done to show the sense of power and dominance among the communities. Art in Egypt mainly represented the kings and how human beings relate. As such, art in Egypt appears rigid and minimal development happened over the years. This is called coterminous. The large pictorials and monuments remained almost the same during the classical period and the symbolized religion and leadership during the Archaic Period. 
During the Hellenistic period, art in Greece took another shape; art was mainly dominated by kings who wanted to show their wealth and power. King commissioned works of sculpture and architecture and decorated they luxurious item using art. A good example is jewelry that used unique and rare stones acquire through trade. The art was diverse and stylish and borrowed the ancient forms of art. In addition to the significant advancements, the Greeks established museums and libraries as storage facilities for art. During the Hellenistic period, various artists commissioned the collection of previous works that were termed original. The Greeks art during this time was also influenced by Roman art as it was during this time when the Romans conquered Greece. The Greek art during the Hellenistic period later reached Egypt through senior generals of Alexander the great who divided the kingdom among themselves after the death of Alexander the Great. The Ptolemy's were responsible for the movement of Greek art to Egypt.  
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